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Tribal Goiérnheﬁf'Sefvéces - AR

submltted by the Un1ted°ﬂ
: 31gn1f1cant omissions. Vhile ) »
>'the documentat;on in ‘general ‘arewell compiled ‘there are some ‘areas vwhich:
. you wpay. wish to'strengthen with ad&it1onal research and documentation. In

some cases the evidence subnitted . appears to be contradictory Additional

research and documentatien © would assist . us in _our - evaluation. The
- follow1ng comments and questions are arranged accordxng ‘to the criteria
~ _which '’ must be fulfllled before 'a group can- be acknowledged -as an Indian
~otribe. . .

25 CFR 83. 7(&) ‘Several documents in the petitlon suggest that the group
may not be a tribe and that the group's membersth nay not be: Indlan if
: p0551ble, pleaSe ‘clarify . these d1fferences., .. For example, Dalt ¥onk, a
"30c1a1 scientist, 1in 1975 said regarding: intermarrlage tﬁat 5t "left the
» fact of [thelr] bBle Indians [but] destroyed 4in-the Sﬁnse “of tribe." He
B alse: sald that ‘the "Houmas were not Indians in any recognizable way"
{Exhibit. 531, Also, Jan Curry stated that Rosalle Courteaux was "the last
leader ot what‘Was then a tribe™ (Exhlblt 60) Co :

“_25 “CFR 83 7(b) fThe pe*ltxon could provxdeﬁ pmprehen51ve description
-of “the contem ary Hoina commun1ty In. prep rlng such a descrlptlon the
researcher should reter to the. guldelxnes “We rov1ded and ;should ‘kéep in
definit1on of commun1ty in 25 CFR -8 o).+ Evidence’ should be g
fcoopera ¥ vities, instituticns,' -

antly Indian churches or
€.’ there_ any SOClu or
So'lf your group ‘has any.
escrlbe them._ PIGISL

.. you “have any. pred
.descrlbe
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currently provide for‘>commuplty ‘cohésion among the -




s 83 7&) It is  importan
olitical - .influence over ;it§'?members throughout hletory. ‘The petlflon
i presents evidence of -a :,,: £e level. of. spcial integration between the’
arious Houma settlements. , ‘Describe the process usad by the 1n£ormalv
41§aders of  each community. &o politlcaxlyflntegrate the commuoity: Cvuld
‘yoéu piease deseribe  in more detall how :xhe governnent in the villages -
relate to the group's gentralized govelnment both in the past angd the.:
.present. : S

S 1941, the anthropolelst Frank Spcck p01gted out the “non-integration of
¥¥he Houwma as  a ‘tribe, wlthout Headnen® apd. covncil,” ‘and preferred to
'fgdescrlir them as. a "dlstended conqanqu1 olus family rather than an
“integrated -tribe ‘¥hile Speck also “'atedithat a "means was open by which
" to recognize and deal hlth these people as a unit” {i.e. their Xinship
bonds). he did not describe  the’ 981stence of & Houma political system,
bagsed on kinship. governing the entire group: (Petxtlon p. 62}. In addition
when a1 Houma delcgatlon met with Congressman Martin in 1922, peopls looked
“"to’ . Jean Baptiste Parfait, the local leader at Dula¢-Grand Caillou, 'to be
the principal leader but he. decllnéd the roIe qlncc he 3id not see himself
as a spokesman for all of the Houmas, and apparenxly there was no one else
who could be viewed as such. The petition stites (p. 141} that political
leadership was customarily~thrust,upon the local settlement leaders and was
thus “more an obligation than an honor." Hoéwever, a 1942 article described
Jean viotor Naquin as  the "self- dppoihtgd mayosr™  of Isle Jean Charles .
{Exhibit 51). Woiild you please explain these incongistencies, and pleage
provide us with a 1ist of leaders with their dates of Leadereh*p for each
settlenment and the groun as whéle for as far badk as possible.

25 CF: 83.7(&) Subritted with the decumentéd petition was an address list
showing a total of 2,718 members. We had anticipated that the merbers
‘would bz subgtantially larger, In the materials submitted. there wers some
“individuals  with assigned numher;,into the 6.000's. Apparently the address.
1ist de=s mot include all members of the group. The regulations require. -
that a group submit 4 list of"all rnown current members of the group (2%

CFR 83.7(e}). Children who are.considered mambers of the group should be
~included in the group's memberghip roll.. Please furnish us with a list of
‘all curyent members. This ~1ist thould include the following for sach

Cmemgber: 1. full name of the member'iz. Complete residential address; 3. the
-dsgigned 1dent1f1cat10n ‘nufiber: givan to the member on- the Individual-~

~ Bistory <(hart submitted Nlth the,petltlon, -and - 4. compleue date of birth .or - .

“cat | least year of birth. . This list should be certified by the governing”
body : of the group. ¥We cannot overemphas1ze the importance of submitting a
Leomplete menbership roll. “If: recoghized, ~the 'list submitted for

<1 acknowledgment purposes will beCOme the gteup s base  roll for Bureau.

. -purposes -and, as such, will be binding on the ‘group for some time to come
‘gXcept for mimor corrections. cher questlon§=are,as follows.

1T .According to the nbmbershlp crltezla,‘a person must possess 1/8 or wmore
Houma blood. We would like to®know, how this blood degree iz computed?
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s ' The Constitntlon and B ws atate thaf the membcx
Y7L persong 1‘officlally registered. as Houma ~Indiang . ; hé
S at1t1cation ‘of the Constitution. 1Is thére @ li t of these: beoplc7 It
©180, pleasé . prOvide a pho oeopy of the llst. How. does a- person begome
Offlulally reaxstexed as aﬁﬂouma Indian?

3. By~lagsf _Article 111, Sectloﬂ 2(B) states ithat “an application for
membership‘,shall be determined by membership guldelines that have been&
“established . by Le=olut10n ‘of "the United: . Houma. Nation Tribal Council
" Please proviée ‘copies | pf any Q“ldpllneg that have been “adopted. &
~Photncopids’ of ‘the Eurmal.resoluLlouJ should. be submltted “If you have
"a list of persons vot*ng, please provide a copy.’ ’ 5

o

4. Picase provide any photocopies of any former rolis of the Unit&d Houma o
Nation, Inc., that may eXISt. . - Lo U

5. _The Constltutlon &rticle A0, states "jurisdiction ahall extend to anvﬁ-r“
" . parish."  Is:wembership-limited unjv to, re51dun,, of Loulclana Whu meet

*. .7'the membership cr1ter1a7 ‘2' o . . St 3

v i L Ts

6. It would  be helpful to have cepies of the GOJGIULDU documents of b&th

" the Houma -Tridé, Inc., and the Houma Alliance 1Inc., the predecessor -
organizations . -of the United Houma Wation. Tf the governing documenis
. do not state what the mamperéhip criteria was for these organizations,
0 . could you please provide a statement of each orginization's wembership

- criteria 1f it is known. Pleass submit phrto"w[i“s of all membzrship -

rolls that are {n « 1utence ior the former organit:! ions.’
70010 at all pOSSlLlB, in additzgu o' the. abu:o documents, wo would
T appreciate ‘ona. more  copy - of “ali  the guenealogical materiyl sach as
Individual Historv Charts- and ARucestry. Charts. -there¢ are any’

available neabership volls for the Iormer organ 1zat10ns, we would
appreciate photocopies of then.

We vrealize that our review will require mote rescarch on the part of vour

.group but it would greatly facilitate cur evaluation of your petition when

'yoﬁr“ group is plaoéd on active considerstion. The Branch of Acknowledgnent

="is' not. responsible for the ‘actual Tescarch on kehalf of the petitioner (25
CCFR e3.6{d)) . Once active consideration beging we way ask for additicnal.

" daformation.  If you have any. questions, pltase contact Lynn HeMillion,
Branch of ‘ﬂknowladgmcnt and’ Feseaxoh, Hail Stop kRS ${B, Bureau of Indian
Affairs, 1951 COﬂStithlOF ‘Avenue N:W.. Vashington, b.C. 20245 or call Area
Codé (207} 343-3868. '

Siuoercly,; 5
J;/;i72£@a f%? g?;ayz
"Aﬂm

Yeputy to the Assistant Secretary -
ludian Affairs (Tribal Services!
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‘ ¢ gommzsswn on ddian Affaiz:s
ADOS, Institute ,for Indxand) \'4 lopment
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